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8 MINUTES OF ROBERTO ROSSELLINI' S IL RUSCELLO DI RIPASOTTILE

 HAVE BEEN FOUND AND RESTORED 

Cannes Classics

ll Ruscello di Ripasottile (fragment)

by Roberto Rossellini

Thursday 20 May, h 6.00 pm, Salle Buñuel

Cineteca di Bologna, in cooperation with Fondazione Roberto Rossellini per l’Audiovisivo, has restored round 8 minutes resulting from the many fragments of Roberto Rossellini's Il ruscello di Ripasottile which have been found.

After having reconstructed the narrative continuity from original synopses, the print has been scanned at a 2K resolution and the heavily damages images and sound have been digitally restored. 

The restoration by Cineteca di Bologna has been carried out by L'Immagine Ritrovata Laboratory, September - May 2010. 

Il Ruscello di Ripasottile belongs to a trilogy of short-feature films dedicated to children's stories, and made between 1939 and 1941 by Roberto Rossellini.

Considered lost for a long time, one excerpt (228m out of 314m) was found by photographer Domenico Murdaca in the projection room and the hall of a rundown movie house located in Palmi, Calabria.

The film was split in several clips, strewn on the ground and heavily damaged by damp. 

Il ruscello di Ripasottile was filmed on location in a stream near Palidoro, an inland area not far from Ladispoli, while interiors were filmed at Istituto Ittiogenico di Roma.

The story goes like this: upstream of the Ripa Sottile brook some trout have spawned, the documentary starts with the scene of the eggs hatching and tiny minnows wiggling away, filmed at the Istituto Ittiogenico; the good tiding is spread around to the animals living in the brook, the woods and surrounding countryside. The crow tells it to the birds, which repeat it to the turtle, ducks, hares and so on, till they reach the tigers of the brooks, the ravenously hungry fresh-water fish, the pikes, which start to swim upstream to go and eat the new-born minnows. But all the water, woods, countryside animal, sorry to have in their enthusiasm unwillingly passed this juicy news on to the pikes, rouse and organise an expedition against these “sharks”. (Stefano Roncoroni, Il “primo Rossellini”, in Roberto Rossellini, a cura di E. Bruno, 1980, pp. 55-56)

 «All the water, land and sky dwelling creatures join their forces to prevent this slaughter. A fisherman, fast asleep on the banks of the brook, is awoken by birds just in time, so that by hoisting his net, he catches all the trout. Peace is restored to the family of the perch, with great jubilation in the surrounding nature.» Paolo Salviucci, Rivista del Cinematografo, June 1941 
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