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IL CINEMA RITROVATO 

 DVD AWARDS 2009

VI Edition

The jury (composed by Alexander Horwath, Mark McElhatten, Paolo Mereghetti, Jonathan Rosenbaum, Peter von Bagh) would like to recognize the very high quality in this year’s 30 finalists. There are more risk-taking and specialized projects than ever before from both private companies and film archives, and in many cases from joint ventures between the two. It is very satisfying to see so many rare films that were very hard to see for decades now becoming available on the DVD market and hopefully in theatrical screenings as well. An important part of this trend is the high degree of serious research often found in DVD boxes, frequently with imposing books included in the same packages. This is why we chose for our top four awards four DVD boxes that represent this new kind of distinction.

BEST DVD

JORIS IVENS, WERELDCINEAST (Nederland/1912-1988) di Joris Ivens – EUROPEAN FOUNDATION JORIS IVENS (Nederland)

This is a monumental box set covering the six decades of work of one of the world’s key documentary filmmakers, who as an artistic and political force covered war and peace on all continents and epitomized leftist art in the 20th century. This set contains impeccable versions of many important films that haven’t been seen in decades, even in archival screenings.

BEST BOX-SET

Best Silent Film Publication

DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS BOXSET: A MODERN MUSKETEER (His Pictures in the Papers, The Mistery of the Leaping Fish, Flirting with the Fate, The Matrimaniac, Wild and Woolly, Reaching for the Moon, A Modern Musketeer, When the Clouds Rool by, The Mollycoddle, The Mark of Zorro, The Nut, USA/1916-1921) di John Emerson, Christy Cabanne, Paul Powell, Allan Dwan, Victor Fleming, Theodore Reed, Fred Niblo – FLICKER ALLEY (USA)

This offers a wild and inspiring piece of Americana—the themes, obsessions, and fads of the later years of World War I and the immediate postwar period, providing a release of great artistic and sociological importance.

Best Sound Film Publication

GPO FILM UNIT COLLECTION VOL.2: WE LIVE IN TWO WORLDS (UK/1936-  1938) di Harry Watt, Len Lye, Alberto Cavalcanti, Evelyn Spice, Humphrey Jennings, Lotte Reiniger, Norman McLaren, Pat Jackson, Richard Massingham, William Coldstrea, Basil Wright – BFI VIDEO PUBLISHING (UK)

Both this volume and its predecessor, released a year ago, deal with the British Documentary Movement of the 1930s promoted by the GPO, with a wealth of material (including a wonderful book) enabling us to appreciate an almost forgotten tradition which combined social issues with innovative filmmaking styles.

Best Avant-garde Publication

TREASURES IV: AMERICAN AVANT-GARDE FILM, 1947-1986 – NATIONAL FILM FOUNDATION (USA)

An indispensable five-hour collection of films by 27 artists, including titles that are both essential and rare, and recently restored in impeccable transfers, illustrating the lyricism, conceptualism, politics, irreverence, and formal excellence of three prime decades of American experimental film.

BEST BONUS MATERIALS

VAMPYR (Danmark/1932) di Carl Th. Dreyer – EUREKA ENTERTAINMENT (UK)

VAMPYR (Danmark/1932) di Carl Th. Dreyer – CRITERION (Usa)

BERLIN, DIE SINFONIE DER GROSSTADT-MELODIE DER WELT (Germany/1927-1929) di Walther Ruttmann – EDITION FILMMUSEUM MUNCHEN (Germany)

For best bonus materials, we would like to mention the two separate editions of Carl Dreyer’s VAMPYR, one released in the UK by Masters of Cinema/Eureka and one in the US by Criterion, because they show how additional materials deepen our understanding of a mysterious masterpiece, while the Munich Filmmuseum’s edition of two films by Walter Ruttman, BERLIN, DIE SINFIONIE DER GROSSTADT and MELODIE DER WELT, is a rich and inspiring set of materials that helps us to understand the career of a director who is mainly remembered for only one of his films. All three include a thoughtful and wide-ranging assortment of invaluable bonus materials.

BEST REDISCOVERY OF FORGOTTEN FILMS

IL MONDO PERDUTO (Italy/1954-1959) di Vittorio De Seta –FELTRINELLI REAL CINEMA (Italy)

For making available to the public at large for the first time Vittorio De Seta's ten documentaries shot in the 1950s, unquestionable masterpieces of cinematographic expertise, anthropological insight and investigation of values.

LA RABBIA (Italy/1963) di Pier Paolo Pasolini e Giovannino Guareschi – RARO VIDEO (Italy) e LA RABBIA DI PASOLINI di Pier Paolo Pasolini e Giuseppe Bertolucci  - RARO VIDEO (Italy)

These two DVDs shed light on a film that had been sentenced to silence by ideological divisions and by doing so have brought a Pasolini project to life, when it would have otherwise remained on paper forever.
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